Comparative approach to health maintenance: how will it work?
A prototype for the implementation of a comprehensive health maintenance program is described in which the expertise of veterinary medicine is brought to bear on preventive medicine and on special generic environmental disease factors as they impact on human health. For the sake of organization and the ease of presentation, certain specific activities have been divided into two overlapping categories: environmental health and health education. The implementation of a comprehensive health care delivery system will become a reality only when the full array of health resources is matched with health needs. It cannot be overemphasized that the delivery of health care services is not exclusively within the purview of any one profession; rather, interdependence and sharing of responsibilities and activities in a team approach are characteristics of the human health system.